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Settlement and award costs means de-
fense costs and costs arising from judi-
cial orders, negotiated agreements, ar-
bitration, or an order from a Federal 
agency or board and includes compen-
satory damages, underpayment for 
work performed, and reimbursement 
for a complainant employee’s legal 
counsel. 

(2) For costs associated with em-
ployee whistleblower actions where a 
retaliatory act is alleged against a cov-
ered contractor or subcontractor, the 
contracting officer: 

(i) May authorize reimbursement of 
costs on a provisional basis, in appro-
priate cases; 

(ii) Must consult with the Office of 
General Counsel whistleblower costs 
point of contact, who will consult with 
other Headquarters points of contact 
as appropriate, before making a final 
allowability determination; and 

(iii) Must determine allowability of 
defense, settlement and award costs on 
a case-by-case basis after considering 
the terms of the contract, relevant cost 
regulations, and the relevant facts and 
circumstances, including federal law 
and policy prohibiting reprisal against 
whistleblowers, available at the con-
clusion of the employee whistleblower 
action. 

(3) Covered contractors and sub-
contractors must segregate legal costs, 
including costs of in-house counsel, in-
curred in the defense of an employee 
whistleblower action so that the costs 
are separately identifiable. 

(4) If a contracting officer provision-
ally disallows costs associated with an 
employee whistleblower action for a 
covered contractor or subcontractor, 
funds advanced by the Department 
may not be used to finance costs con-
nected with the defense, settlement 
and award of an employee whistle-
blower action. 

(5) Contractor defense, settlement 
and award costs incurred in connection 
with the defense of suits brought by 
employees under section 2 of the Major 
Fraud Act of 1988 are excluded from 
coverage of this section. 

[65 FR 62301, Oct. 18, 2000]
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932.006–4 Procedures. 

(a) The remedy coordination official 
shall follow the procedures identified 
in FAR 32.006–4. 

(b) [Reserved] 

[63 FR 5273, Feb. 2, 1998]
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